Variation in licensing authority standards for diabetic taxi drivers in the United Kingdom. Driving and Employment Working Party of the British Diabetic Association.
In the UK, prospective taxi-drivers with diabetes are licensed locally according to variable criteria. In order to determine the criteria used for licensing, questionnaires were sent to all 422 local licensing authorities. Responses were obtained from 372 authorities (88% response rate). Only 201 (54%) currently issue licences to drivers on insulin treatment, and 260 (70%) to those on diet and/or oral hypoglycaemic agents. Most local authorities would prefer taxi-licensing to operate centrally rather than locally. It is apparent that the current UK system for licensing diabetic taxi drivers is variable and not evidence-based. A nationally organized system with clearly defined criteria and the capacity for individual consideration, would be more fair and consistent, and would be unlikely to compromise road safety.